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guidance of the Catholics passed into the hands of seditious
demagogues in the towns, who were in close alliance with the
United Irishmen. At the same time the transportation by
Lord Carhanipton of multitudes of suspected persons to tlio
fleet, without a shadow of legal justification; the Act of Indem-
nity, by which the Irish Parliament closed the doors of the law
courts against those who sought for redress, and the shameful
apathy shown towards the earliest outrages of the Orange
banditti in the North, convinced great masses of the poor, that
they were out of the protection of the law. It is not true that
the Government inspired or approved of those outrages; but
when it was found that a proclamation which specifically con-
demned the crimes of the Defenders, was silent about those of
the Orangemen; that a parliamentary inquiry into these out-
rages, though repeatedly asked for, was always refused; and that
.hundreds, and possibly thousands, of Catholics, were obliged by
terror to fly from their homes, at a time when Ulster was full of
English troops, it cannot be wondered at that the Catholics should
have come to look on themselves as completely unprotected, and
should have been well prepared to receive the seditious teaching
which was so abundantly diffused. In the summer and autumn
of 1797 Ulster had grown more quiet, but evidence was almost
daily pouring in, that all Catholic Ireland was passing rapidly
into active sedition,

It is not surprising that it should have been so. Anarchy
is like a cancer, which, once it has effected a lodgment in one
portion of the body politic, will inevitably spread. Already,
the Catholics of Ulster, as well as of one or two adjoining
counties, and the Catholic leaders in Dublin, were thoroughly
disaffected, while in many other counties the great mass
of the Catholic peasantry were organised as Defenders; and
Defenderisni, as we have seen, though essentially a Whiteboy
movement, and aiming at Whiteboy objects, was now in con-
nection or alliance with the United Irishmen, and hoped to
attain its objects by a French invasion and a consequent
revolution.

It is important, however, to form a clear idea of the true
motives that agitated the great Catholic masses. Catholic eman-
cipation and parliamentary reform, which were the original and